In our next publication on this subject, in an early issue of this JOURNAL, we shall present a full review of Dr. Williams' work in this relation, with particular reference to its bearing on the present status of dental bacteriology.
It has been a part of our plan, from the beginning, to include the type of study and photomicrographic demonstration that Dr. Williams mentions as a deficiency in our reports to date. We have found it WILLIAM J. GIES impossible to progress as rapidly or as comprehensively as we hoped, because of lack of financial resources on which to proceed.
It is very gratifying to receive Dr. Williams' proffer of a gift of $500 to this JOURNAL, to promote the purpose of the JOURNAL itself, to assist us in our bacterio-chemical study, and to help us to prepare, for educational purposes, dental specimens showing the mucin plaque in situ. I have assured Dr. Williams that his generosity is very greatly appreciated and that we shall be happy to endeavor to execute all his suggestions.
I have before me, as I write, the two excellent reproductions, in Goadby's book (5) , of photomicrographs of specimens made by Dr. Williams showing "a section of enamel with layer of attached organisms and formation of pits between enamel rods" (p. 135), and "dental caries affecting dentine under enamel pit" (p. 144). It is evident, from the effectiveness of these photomicrographs, that Dr. Williams' experience in work of this kind will be of the greatest possible assistance to us in our endeavor to make similar specimens, for permanent use in dental schools and for study in our research.
With Goadby's book still before me I note further, with pleasure, the following comment, on p. 137: "Leon Williams has demonstrated the plaques of microorganisms on the enamel surface of teeth, and the incipient caries occurring under these plaques."
Readers of my reports to the First District Dental Society of the State of New York, on the dentifricial efficacy of food-acid media, as published in the Journal of the Allied Dental Societies since the issue of December, 1910, will doubtless be interested in the following comment by Goadby, in the same book, p. 139, quoting Dr. Williams: "Dr. Leon Williams tells me that the Sicilians, who are particularly free from caries, are large consumers of lemons."
The generous attitude of Dr. Williams, as expressed in the preceding paper, toward the furtherance of dental research and the promotion of dental education, is very gratifying evidence of his abiding active interest in the advancement of his profession.
It is a pleasure and an honor to accept, and to try to merit, for the JOURNAL OF DENTAL RESEARCH, such a valued and stimulating practical expression of idealism as Dr. Williams presents to the readers of this JOURNAL.
